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“Contrary to popular 
belief, not all behaviour 
problems in shelter 
dogs stem from
abuse or neglect”

“When is it the 
Right Time to 
Adopt a Rabbit?”
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Who doesn’t love Christmas? But just as we are getting ready to buy 
presents for our friends and loved ones, please remember that 
buying a pet as a Christmas gift is a definite ‘no-no’. The last thing 
we want is the recipient who is not ready to be an owner and who 
does not want the animal. Don’t fall prey to warm, fuzzy commercials 
and advertisements.
 
In this bulletin, we expose what pet shops do to baby rabbits. 
Typically weaned too early from its mother, the baby rabbit usually 
ends up in poor health and then sold to an unsuspecting buyer. The 
unsuspecting buyers were told that these animals were eight weeks 
old but vets say many rabbits have been presented to them as young 
as two-three weeks old, with chronic and infectious diseases like 
coccidiosis, pasteurella infection and skin diseases like scabies 
mange. Unfortunately, hepatic coccidiosis can often be fatal in a 
pre-weaned animal. 

We had a great time at our gala dinner in September. The guests 
were awesome, so were the sponsors and our volunteers. The 
amount we raised is being put into the New Building Fund, and will 
go some ways help us construct our new building. 
Our Buy-A-Brick fund drive is an on-going event, so I hope you’ll 
generously reach into your wallet or cheque book and continue to 
help the SPCA. 

Even as the year draws to a close, the SPCA continues to work. But 
I’ll take this moment to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! Spend much time with your family and furkid.

Sincerely,
Corinne Fong
Executive Director, SPCA

LETTER FROM CORINNE

If your business is 
interested in offering 
SPCA Membership 

membership@spca.org.sg



spcabulletin 7

Each dog was different, but all lived life with a canine spirit 
that was both exasperating and exhilarating. Timmy 
picked fights with rowdy dogs; Benji was a wood sculptor; 
Duke believed in his title; Shelley went for walks, 
spread-eagled, but when she was 14 years old, she 
picked up clicker training like a pro. I was a dog trainer by 
then, so of course, I was going to ‘fix’ Kiyo’s bad habits!

The truth is, living with a shelter dog is just like living with 
any dog, regardless of their background. There will be 
ups and downs, bad mistakes and good choices, fun 
times and times when you wished……?! It all depends. 
You will not be able to change the past events that have 
affected your dog’s behaviour, but you can move on to   
help it become a family member – by educating yourself 
and your dog.

Contrary to popular belief, not all behaviour problems in 
shelter dogs stem from abuse or neglect. Many are due to 
the lack of, or the use of inappropriate socialization or 
training techniques, some may be inherent in the genetic 
make-up of the dog1. In general, unless a dog is
physiologically or neurologically impaired such that it is 
unable to learn, an appropriate behaviour modification 
programme and good, sensible management can help 
your dog in the long term. But it takes time.

Living with a Shelter Dog
By Nee Kang, cheerfuldogs.com

Nee is a certified professional dog trainer with a PhD in Zoology. Even whilst busy training dogs, she writes articles on
dog behaviour modification and training for local and international magazines.
website: www.cheerfuldogs.com; email: kangnee999@yahoo.com; facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kang.nee.9

“Canine Education @ SPCA” is a programme developed by Nee Kang of 
cheerfuldogs.com and SPCA Singapore to provide information about dog 
behaviour and training. In this installment of an on-going series, we discover 
the joy and realities of living with a shelter dog

Doug’s Tale : by Alex and Blayne
Peacock

Questions race through your 
head as you gaze into those 
eyes. “Were you abused, 
neglected? Will you be able 
to change your behaviour?”

Ever since I was 12 years 
old, I had a shelter or stray 
dog in the family – Timmy, 
Benji, Duke, Shelley and 
now, Kiyo.

Contrary to popular belief, not all behaviour problems in shelter dogs stem
from abuse or neglect.

You can ease your shelter dog into your family by following 
these key tips: (1) adopt a dog whose behaviour most 
closely matches your own level of skill, patience and 
lifestyle, e.g. your heart may sway you towards a dog 
cowering in a corner, but if you have a highly active 
lifestyle, it would not be appropriate to expect your shy 
dog to be as sociable as you; (2) understand why your 
dog is behaving in a way that you may not want; (3) seek 
reputable and professional help to address the cause(s) 
of these behaviour issues in effective, humane ways2; (4) 
continue to practise and hone your dog’s skills so that 
with time, your dog forms strong habits of the behaviours 
you want. But, just as it is natural for us to go back to old 
habits if we stop using new ones, dogs can do the same 
too if they are not given other options. You have to help 
your dog stay the course. Your dog cannot do it alone. If
you have had a dog that never seemed to need training, 
you were lucky then. 

Enough said. Here are the stories of two families who 
have taken an SPCA dog into their home and hearts. Alex 
is a first-time dog parent and Ellen is a veteran.

“Doug was two-and-a half when we brought him home, 
and had spent his whole life at the SPCA. We did worry 
he may struggle to adjust to being in a home and the day 
we brought him home was quite an experience.  He was 
terrified of the car, terrified of being in our apartment lift 
and since he had never been in a home before, he just 
sat by the front door looking forlorn.
What amazed us was how quickly Doug settled in; within 
days of coming home, Doug was rushing into the lift to 
admire himself in the mirrors, turning circles of excitement 
next to the car knowing it would take him somewhere new 
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and most importantly, he was learning to trust us and see 
us as ‘his’.

A big lesson for me was realising how many of the
experiences were brand new for Doug. The first time we 
took him to the beach, he just sat down and looked at us.  
Having never been on sand before, Doug didn’t know 
how to dig. Blayne had to show him, causing some 
strange looks from passers-by as they watched a dog 
watching a man dig holes in the sand. 

friendly and outgoing personality, and flirted with Peter 
until he succumbed to her pretty face and manners. I 
thought we could adopt two dogs so they could play 
together, but those we tried didn’t match with Katie. On 
one occasion she defended herself from the other dog’s 
advances, and on another she chased the dog until she 
caught it, and laid down over it. Neither of these was a 
scenario I could tolerate so Katie came home alone and 
proceeded to cast her spell over Peter and I. As soon as 

we got her home, she adapted to our routine easily.

Everything seemed terrific at first. The house was a home 
again with Katie in residence. She proved to be very 
friendly with other people (even those who carried funny 
things, like the plumber and electrician). She didn’t even 
care much about the postman. But we soon found out she 
cared very much about the presence of other dogs, 
lunging and barking if she saw them across the road. 
Dogs are everywhere so it was a problem. We worried 
that she would continue to show this unfriendly behaviour 
forever, so we turned to Nee.

She devised a series of desensitization exercises that 
gradually reduced Katie’s reactivity to other dogs. It 
worked quickly, and the more we did the exercises, the 
more consistent Katie became. Now she just looks at the 
little Maltese next door when she passes, and the other 
dogs she sees regularly don’t launch her like they used 
to. She still can’t meet strange dogs close to her but if 
they are a couple of dozen meters away, she’ll alternate 
looking at us and the dog, so we have control over her 
reaction. It worked because we had a good trainer and 
we kept at it. Katie learned quickly and remembered, and 
most of her training could be done during her usual walks. 
Katie will never love other dogs but she can live in the 
same world with them now.”

KATIE’S TALE : by Ellen and Peter Ng

A dog, regardless of origin and breed, 
can become your soul dog. But it is not 
a given outcome, you have to work on 
that relationship, just as you would a 
human one. Take the plunge, adopt a 

To Adopt or Not to Adopt?

shelter dog and discover the joys and 
heartaches that Alex, Ellen and I have 
experienced. But if you have no time to 
learn and play with your dog, perhaps 
your time for a canine buddy is yet to 
come.

Contact Nee at kangnee999@yahoo.com 
about training for your dog!

1) Nee Kang (2013): Fearful Fifi and Growly Gus – What Makes Your Dog Afraid.  
                                SPCA Bulletin, April – June Issue, p7-8.

2) American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior (AVSAB): AVSAB Position 
    Statement. The Use of Punishment in Behavior Modification in Animals.
    Website: www.AVSABonline.org.

Both articles can be read for free at http://www.cheerfuldogs.com/trainingtips.html

Photographs of Doug and Katie are used with permission, courtesy of Alex and 
Blayne Peacock, and Ellen and Peter Ng, respectively. 

We knew his adjustment 
would take time and patience, 
and so we spent the early days 
building his trust.  We didn’t try 
and push Doug into interacting 
with us, but welcomed him and 
praised every time he did.  He 
quickly came to understand 
who in the house gave the 
best belly rubs, who was likely 
to play catch and who was the 
most lucrative person to follow 
into the kitchen.  

Doug is amazing.  I am grateful 
for him every single day, and 
the wonderful thing about 
adopting a long term shelter 
dog is knowing that after 
months or even years of being 
alone, finally he has found his 
forever home.”

Katie came to us at a difficult 
time in our lives. We lost both 
of our dog companions in the 
same year. Mohan, the shelter 
supervisor, had shown me a 
female German Shepherd held 
in the quarantine. She had 
been brought in as a lost dog 
and never claimed. She had a


