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Home-coming 
tips to help you 
with your new 
pet.

“Animals on fur 
farms are often 
crammed into tiny 
cages and left to 
stand on metal 
bars for their 
entire lives.”
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Thinking of adopting an animal from the SPCA?

It helps that you choose wisely. Think about how a new animal is 

going to change your life. He or she is going to take up your time and 

energy with feeding, grooming, exercise, and play. If you’re looking 

for doggy companions, dogs are social animals and they'll want and 

need to spend quality time with you. So it's important that you and 

the dog are a good match. The same goes for rabbits, hamsters and 

cats.

This bulletin will offer some help to you to pick an animal – whether 

it’s a dog, cat, rabbit, hamster, guinea pig - that’s happy and healthy 

and right for your personal circumstances. Page 12 highlights the 

important points you should consider before looking for your new 

family member.

We also have dog-proofing tips before you bring a furry friend home. 

Kang Nee, a behaviourist and dog trainer who volunteers at the 

SPCA has useful tips on Page 7.

Sincerely,
Corinne Fong
Executive Director, SPCA

LETTER FROM CORINNE

If your business is 
interested in offering 
SPCA Membership 

membership@spca.org.sg
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We went to the SPCA five years ago, looking for 

our next adopted dog – it must be small, HDB-

approved, trainable, and an older dog. Our 

reasons were rational and logical - the dog, though 

housed in the family home with a garden, may 

have to move to an HDB flat in future. It should be 

an older dog and more sedate, as it would have to 

interact with our elderly and frail parent - though as 

a professional dog trainer, I know that age is no

predictor or guarantee of a dog’s behaviour.

Then we saw Kiyo, a young Golden Retriever, who

peeked at us from behind the wire mesh of his

kennel. His puppy eyes twinkled, his tail wagged

furiously, drawing us irresistibly towards him. The

connection was made, we threw caution and logic 

to the wind, and stepped into the kennel to meet 

him. He jumped up exuberantly, knocked off my 

glasses, and when I bent down to pick them up, 

grabbed my leg. We froze in that position, for what 

seemed like an eternity. I still remember the 

mantra that went through my mind at that time, 

“Keep still and ignore him, keep still and ignore 

him, you’re a dog trainer!”.

“Going Home with Your SPCA Dog:
  The Preparation”
By Nee Kang, cheerfuldogs.com

Ph.D.; CPDT-KA; ABCDT (Hons.); APDT C.L.A.S.S. Evaluator & Instructor; AVA Accredited Trainer.
website: www.cheerfuldogs.com; email: kangnee999@yahoo.com; facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kang.nee.9

“Canine Education @ SPCA” is a programme developed by Nee Kang of

cheerfuldogs.com and SPCA Singapore to provide information about dog

behaviour and training. In this first installment of an on-going series, we look at

a couple of simple life skills to help your adopted dog settle into its

new home.

That was Kiyo five years ago – unruly, jumpy and 

mouthy. He pulled on the leash on walks and 

sometimes reacted towards other dogs. Today, 

Kiyo works with me on dog-dog reactive cases. 

Despite losing his left eye in a cataract operation, 

he excelled in his Canine Life and Social Skills 

(C.L.A.S.S.) exams, demonstrating that he was 

pretty much a dog that we could take to many 

places (and we do). He is calm, confident, and has 

not lost that puppy twinkle in his one good eye.
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Home-coming Tip 1: 
Even before you bring Rover home, prepare your 

house. Dog-proof everything: keep forbidden 

items (such as shoes, TV remotes, etc) out of 

reach; make sure your rubbish bins have secure 

lids. Decide where Rover’s sleeping and potty 

areas will be. The potty area should be sufficiently 

lit, and be easy for Rover to reach - even when he 

is in a hurry. Get a few good quality chew toys 

suitable for Rover’s size – toys that allow small 

food rewards to be stuffed in them are excellent 

ways to engage Rover’s mind as he chews on 

something that he is allowed to, instead of your 

shoes.

Let’s say you fell in love with Rover 

and adopted him. What are the first few 

life skills you can teach Rover when 

you bring him home?

Every dog has its own way of adjusting 
to change: some adjust well, others 
may need extra help. As owners we 
need to be sensitive to each dog’s 
needs. Here is how Chris, Belinda and 
Jade Tucker helped Charlotte become 
a family member: 

Home-coming Tip 2: 

When you arrive home with Rover, it is most likely

that after the car ride, he would need to potty. Here

is your best chance to teach him his first potty

lesson! Bring him calmly (on leash) to the potty

area, and when he does potty, praise him warmly

and sincerely for doing a good job. You can also

reward him with a small food treat. Remember,

there are many wrong potty places in your house,

but there is only one correct place, so show Rover

where that is, right from the start. Over the next 

few weeks, you will be doing this same exercise 

every day, every time Rover looks like he needs to 

go, until he has a reliable potty habit.

“Our beautiful five-month old puppy, Charlotte, 
was extremely shy when we adopted her. We 
found that introducing her to things she was 
unsure of in a calm and positive manner really 
helped to settle her down, and become more
confident. Through positive reinforcement, 
patience, understanding and extremely valuable 
tips from Nee, it didn't take long for Charlotte to 
become the lovable, happy puppy who is such a 
huge part of our family. Dogs really are man's (and 
woman's and children's) best friend!”

Home-coming Tip 2: 

I know that you will have some other burning
questions. How about teaching Rover not to go 
into the bedrooms? What if he cries at night? I 
have had dogs before but this one is so different? 
These, and other questions, will be addressed in 
future installments. Meanwhile, have fun with 
Rover! 

~ Contact Nee at kangnee999@yahoo.com about training for your dog. ~

The Tucker family: (from left) Jade, Charlotte, Belinda & Chris.
Photo courtesy of Belinda Tucker.


